353. MARRIAGE LAW Z/V MAURITIUS

We had heard that in Mauritius the law recognized polyga-
mous marriages in the case of Indians. Thereupon we made
inquiries. We have not received a copy of the Act. This law was
the result of agitation by Indians there. It was passed on Decem-
ber 17, 1912. It provides for the appointment of Hindu and Mus-
lim priests as marriage officers. No Indian marriage is to be
recognized as valid unless it complies with the provisions of the
Act of 1890, That is, the general law which applies to all applies
to our people also. It is specifically mentioned in that general
law that the provisions of sections 46 to 51 regulating marriages
also apply to Indian marriages. If the husband is below 21 years
and the wife below 18, the consent of the parents of both is* neces-
sary. There are other sections prescribing the duties and functions
of marriage officers, the manner of maintaining registers, etc. Vio-
lation of any of the provisions or registration of an unlawful mar-
riage is punishable with a fine up to Rs. 50G/-. The following are
some of the conditions to be observed by priests under this Act:

1.     A boy under the age of 18 and a girl under 15 cannot
be married except by special permission of the Governor.

2.     If one wife is living, marriage with another woman cannot
be contracted unless the former is lawfully divorced.

3.     In case of divorce for adultery, the divorced party cannot
marry the partner in such adultery.

4.     A widow or divorced woman cannot remarry until after
ten months.

5.     No marriages can take place between a man and his
niece, a woman and her nephew, and man and his bro-
ther's wife, even where the woman is a widow.

Besides these, there are many other provisions which, how-
ever, we do not notice here.

What we have given above shows that the general law in
Mauritius is applicable to Indians in regard to divorce, polygamous
marriages, the minimum age for marriage and such other essen-
tial matters. The only change introduced by the new law is that,
whereas Indian priests could not register marriages formerly, such
priests can be appointed now for that purpose,
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